Rumeidan, wjiich we found. This was the residence of Tannaf, the
principal chief of the Al Baqi Msellem of the Sei'ar. Prom the air I saw
plainly that just before Qa' al Fadhul we were over the northern watershed,
from which deep-cut short wadis ran south-south-west to the Hadhramaut
and long shallow ones in an east-north-easterly direction to the sands.
There was very little habitation over this part of the country, and most of
the inhabitants lived in caves.

After just over forty minutes' flying from Shibam we found ourselves
between two short wadis that ran out into a broad channel of sand which
it took us two minutes to cross, and beyond it was a broken mass of rock
that stretched away to the north-east. The channel itself ran out into tie
desert just west of the course of the flight, and the distance from Shibam to
this point was calculated at sixty-nine miles. The visibility was perfect.
Air Commodore McClaughry, who was with the flight, noted the high mass
of the Seiban mountains at least one hundred miles away to the south.
To the north an unbroken sea of sand stretched wave on wave far away to
the horizon/ coloured with a rosy red that was quite unforgettable and
quite ijinbelievable. It was about three-quarters of an hour short of noon
local time, so that the colour owed nothing to early morning light. After
a few minutes over the desert we turned back to Shibam. The same
afternoon, Seiyid Bubakr asked me to go with him and one of his brothers
and a son to Qabr Hud, where the great annual pilgrimage to the tomb of
tbe Prophet was in progress. When we had gone there on foot in December,
1934, the place was empty; now it was crowded. We flew there in the
Arabian Airways machine chartered by Seiyid Bubakr, and this, as he said,
was the first pilgrimage by air.

Next morning we left Seiyun at a quarter to nine on an almost due
northerly course. On this outward flight the same facts were observed,
deep short ravines that ran nearly south to the Hadhramaut, and more
t shallow wadis that ran almost east-north-east past the paler-coloured jok
of the watershed to the sands. In the upper reaches of the southern system
we saw a few poor settlements of the' Awamir and a caravan' of some fifty
camels plodding its way southward.1 After exactly an hour and a quarter s

1 The whole jol from west to east was heavily scored with well-marked trades
and I noted, as I had also noted on aeroplane journeys over the Wadi Maseila, that
east of our course and some fifty miles north of the wadi as it went towards Qabr
Hud, there was a considerable rise in the ground, almost a range of motmtam
This was probably the Jebel al Wuti of Von Wissmann's map.